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of carbon dioxide emissions in the 
past decade are from 3 products:86%

OIL GAS COAL
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Fossil Fuels Fuel Conflicts
For decades, Fossil Fuels driven wars , violence , and

instability across the globe .

About 25- 50 % of inter - state wars since 1973are linked to

fossil fuels, particularly oil .

Fossil fuels have intensified civil wars and separatist

movements , especially in Global South nations .

Latent but prominent linkages of fossil fuel exploration,

extraction, transportation and use with heightened risks

of conflicts .

˺̢̣̒Я̤ ̧̟̤̠̟̒̚̚ ̥̠ ˼̨̦̥̒̚˝ ̆̄ ̧̟̤̠̟̒̚̚ ̥̠ ˺̢̣̒ ̠̣ ̦̤̤̟̃̒̚ ̧̟̤̠̟̒̚̚ ̥̠ ̜̣̟̖̆̒̚ ̥̖̣̣̥̠̣̪̚
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Fossil Fuels are closely linked to conflicts, with 

nations seeking control over oil reserves.

Prospects of market domination play a role in inter 

state wars and conflicts

Fossil fuel rich states compete over the supply and 

distribution of energy resources, in particular 

natural gas, to international markets

Fossil fuel revenues play a role in sustaining inter 

state wars and conflicts

Fossil Fuel and Inter State Wars
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Sudanôs warring factions fight for control over oil fields. Foreign 

players like Russia and the UAE fuel instability to access 

resources.

South China Sea Dispute: Chinaôs aggressive expansion in the 

region is driven by the areaôs vast untapped fossil fuel reserves. 

Vietnam, the Philippines, and Malaysia resist Chinese claims, 

leading to increased naval militarization.

Iraqôs 2003 U.S.-led invasion was heavily linked to control over 

its vast oil reserves. The Saudi-Iran proxy war in Yemen 

involves competition over energy-rich territories and trade 

routes. Syriaôs civil war saw global powers intervene due to the 

countryôs strategic oil and gas pipelines.
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Fossil Fuels and Militarism
Militaries globally are heavily dependent on fossil fuels , exempt from emissions

reporting under the Paris Agreement .

Military operations contribute 5.5% of global greenhouse gas emissions,

exacerbating climate crises .

Global military spending reached an all - time

high of $2.24 trillion in 2022 , diverting resources

away from humanitarian and gender - based

support initiatives .
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Russian invasion of Ukraine 
is financed by fossil fuel profits

In 2023 alone, Global witness has found that russian crude oil to the Eurpeon union 

̙̤̒ ̣̖̤̦̝̥̖̕ ̟̚ м ˢ˟ˢ ̝̝̠̟̓̚̚ ̟̚ ̣̖̥̔̕̚ ̥̩̒ ̧̣̖̖̟̦̖̤

These profits are enough to buy over 1200 Kalibr cruise missiles or 60000 Shahed 

drones, both of which have been used to bomb cities and kill civilians across 

Ukraine. 

Russia seeks to allocate almost a third of its total state expenditites to the military 

and military industrial complex in 2024, with a 70 percent increase of national 

defense spending compared to 2023. 
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Fossil Fuels - Peacetime Wartime 
Continuum

ᵔGrievances from lack of benefits of fossil fuel extraction for communities lead to conflict and 

insecurity

ᵔFossil Fuel presence exacerbates the likelihood of civil wars and separatist movements

ᵔFossil fuels can sustain organized crime and extraction sites can intensify rates of violence . 

ᵔFossil fuel extraction has systematic negative impacts on human security and marginalized 

communities

ᵔFossil fuel extraction has gendered impacts and fuels gendered violence , driving inequality 

and insecurity.
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Fossil Fuels threatens Women, 
Peace and Security

There is a historical link between violence to the earth and violence to

women

Climate crisis has emerged from interlocking system of patriarchy, racism,

militarism, the commodification of nature, colonialism .

The use of fossil fuels is an economic system but also a highly gendered

cultural system .

The entire industry is highly masculine and the benefits flow from men to

men, from workers to CEOs.

80% of displaced populations in fossil fuel - driven conflicts are women and children
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Why it matters?
Fossil fuel extraction and production significantly contribute to

environmental conflicts that disproportionately affect women .

Women suffer from health issues linked to pollution, such as

infertility and pregnancy complications .

For example, women living near fracking sites in Pennsylvania

have a 40 % increased risk of preterm births

Women, particularly in conflict - affected areas, face

disproportionate impacts Эviolence, displacement, and loss of

livelihoods

https://www.ehn.org/women-fossil-fuels-climate-change-2669213888.html
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Fossil Fuels and 
Gendered Violence
About 15% of the global female population directly 

impacted by armed conflicts

Women and children are particularly vulnerable

during conflicts, making up 70% of civilian

casualties in certain regions like Gaza .

Fossil Fuel extraction reinforces patriarchal norms

around the world through various avenues,

exacerbating gender inequalities and gender

based violence .

https://giwps.georgetown.edu/conflicts-to-watch-in-2024-implications-for-women-peace-and-security/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/05/onslaught-violence-against-women-and-children-gaza-unacceptable-un-experts
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/05/onslaught-violence-against-women-and-children-gaza-unacceptable-un-experts
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Versions of Gendered Violence

Sexual Violence
In the U.S. and Canada, "Man Camps" set up near 

extraction sites have been linked to increased 

demand for sex trafficking and violence 

Ecological Destruction
Fossil fuel extraction leads to ecological destruction 

or displacement, women bear the burden, as they 

are often the primary caretakers of their families.

Gendered Exclusion
ǒ In regions like the Niger Delta, women and girls are excluded from decision - making processes 

concerning land and resources.

ǒWomen are left out of oil spill remediation and compensation processes, which are male - dominated.
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Source: Emissions Gap Report 2023
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There is no need for investment
in new fossil fuelsupply
in our net zero pathway.

THE INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY
May 11, 2021
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Investing in new fossil fuels
infrastructure is moral
and economic madness

ANTÓNIO GUTERRES
United Nations Secretary-General
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%2&61s7 
mention fossil 
fuels once
After almost 30 years of climate 
negotiations, COP28 was the first 
UNFCCC meeting to explicitly call 
̗̠̣ б̥̣̟̤̥̠̟̟̘̒̚̚̚ ̨̪̒̒ ̗̣̠̞ ̗̠̤̤̝̚ 
̗̦̖̝̤в˝ ̦̥̓ ̟̚ ̒ ̨̖̜̒ ̠̦̥̠̞̖̔ 
ridden with loopholes, qualifiers 
and dangerous distractions. The 
negotiations fell far short of setting 
a binding plan to manage and 
finance a global just transition and 
a fossil fuel phase out.
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Despite renewable 
energy investment, 
the share of fossil 
fuels in global 
demand has
barely changed
in the last decade
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Exajoules (EJ)

Source: REN21 - Renewable 2022 Global Status Report, based on IEA data
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Every supplier wanting to squeeze out the last drop and 
nobody wanting to be stuck with the costs. If there is no global 
governance of fossil fuel production exit then:

ǒ It makes the inevitable transition harder

ǒ It creates stranded assets and risks financial turmoil

ǒ It increases risks to workers and communities 

ǒ It delays renewable energy expansion

ǒ It delays economic diversification into more sustainable 
sectors

ǒ It consolidates powerful pro - fossil fuel political 
constituencies

ǒ It increases risk of technical, economic, legal and political 
lock - in

ǒ It increases the risk of dangerous geo - engineering

ǒ It risks warming well above 1.5ºC

No Global 
Agreementon
Fossil Fuel 
Production Risks
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Pacific islands nations consider world's first 
treaty to ban fossil fuels

14 July, 2016
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As crazy as it may sound, this is the 
first time in the global climate 
negotiations that fossil fuels have 
been dragged center stage in 28 
COPs. It's almost like we have 
pulled back the curtain."

TZEPORAH BERMAN
Chair of the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty Initiative at NPR
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3 PILLARS OF A
FOSSIL FUEL TREATY

A Just Transition
Help countries move their 

economies away from fossil fuels, 
including technical and financial 

support for nations with less 
capacity to transition.

Non-Proliferation
Stop making the climate crisis 

worse by ending the expansion of 
any new coal, oil and gas 

production and infrastructure.

A Fair Phase Out
Phase out existing fossil fuel 

production to limit warming to 
below 1.5ºC, with wealthy nations 

moving first and fastest.
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THE NEED FOR 
INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION

PHASE OUT TIME- FRAME

˴̠̦̟̥̣̖̤̚Я ̡̥̪̔̒̒̔̚ ̥̠ ̡̙̤̖̒ ̠̦̥ ̗̠̤̤̝̚ 
fuels, and the difficulty of their transition, 
varies globally. 

Some countries cannot transition on 
their own. Others are in a position to 
transition fastest, or even provide 
support to others.

International cooperation is essential 
to manage this transition in a manner 
that is fast and fair.

Yet there is currently no international 
mechanism to manage that 
cooperation.
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The Fossil Fuel Treaty: A 
Climate Tool for Peace

з.alleviating many of the existing and

compounding impacts of the climate crisis

including impacts on conflict and insecurity

з.protecting communities from the plethora

of negative knock on effects of fossil

exploration and extraction sites that have led

to violence, insecurity and conflict

з.reducing inter state conflict in a world that

has renewables as its main source of energy


